
Mission Statement for  Wisconsin 
Association for Home and  Community  
Education HCE offers opportunities for: 

 Learning in a social setting, 

 Sharing what we learn, and 

 Caring to make a difference in our  

homes, communities, and the world. 

DISPATCH ASSEMBLY 

Dispatch assembly for the June/July/August 
2014 issue will be the Merry Mates. Contact 
the UW-Extension Office at 715-395-1363 
before March 20th to arrange the date and 
time for assembly.  

Contact:  
Cheryl Shockley at  

the UW-Extension Office at  
715-395-1363 or 

cheryl.shockley@ces.uwex.edu 
 

Douglas County HCE Superior, WI 54880 

University of Wisconsin, United States Department of Agriculture and Wisconsin counties cooperating University of Wisconsin-Extension  
provides equal opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX requirements. Requests for reasonable accommodations for 
disabilities or limitations should be made prior to the date of the program or activity for which it is needed.  Please make such requests as  
early as possible by contacting your UW-Extension Douglas County Office at 715-395-1363 so that proper arrangements can be made. 
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DISPATCH ARTICLES 
DUE DATE 

Dispatch articles are due the 15th of the 
month.  When emailing your articles, 
please send them as an attachment.     
  
Please mail or email them to:  
 
Cheryl Shockley 
UW-Extension 
1313 Belknap St., Room 107,  
Superior, WI 54880  
715-395-1363 or  
cheryl.shockley@ces.uwex.edu  

Edited by,  

Cheryl Shockley-Program Assistant 

All articles from magazines, books, etc.  
quoted in the Douglas County HCE Dispatch 
have received written copyright permission.  

This permission is on file.  

We’re on the web! 

Be sure to visit the Douglas County Family  

Living website at:  

http://douglas.uwex.edu/family-living/ 
 and click on Douglas County Home and  

Community Education (HCE), then click on 

the Dispatch Newsletter link.   

Memo from the Board: 

I am really enjoying the warmer weather 
these days.  I’m not kidding when I tell you 
that we had 20, yes, 20 deer frolicking up 
and down our driveway this evening.  They 
are busy nibbling the bits of grass showing 
up along the road.  My husband, Al, had 
made several paths for the deer to travel 
on through the huge drifts along the drive-
way, so I think the whole neighborhood 
found our place.   
 
Thinking about our HCE, I’ve had a song 
rambling around in my head.  We need to 
focus on membership, celebrating our own 
memberships and encouraging others to 
join us.  
 
It goes like this: 
Be the best that you can be, 
Seek membership in HCE. 
Service opportunity,  
in our Homes and Community. 
Education is our goal, 
Reaching out a worldwide role. 
Fellowship for you and me, 
Join us in HCE! 
Soon I’ll have the tune and lyrics written, 
and give it to our Douglas County HCE. 

 

Submitted by Jo Mersnick 
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 HCE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
March 6, 2014, Superior Public Library 

Roll Call:  Hilltoppers 2 , Merry Mates 2, Town & 
Country 2, Advisor 1 

The meeting was opened at 1:40 p.m. by President 
Cheryl McCuskey with the Creed. 

Secretary’s Report: Jo Mersnick - The  report was 
approved and placed on file. 

Correspondence: Thank you from WIC for the 
quilts. 

Treasurer’s Report: Sue Hendrickson -The Treasur-
er’s report was approved and placed on file for re-
view. 

Sue passed out the final 2013 report and the final 
report sent to the State Treasurer.   

The Treasurer’s books were audited and found to 
be balanced and accurate. 

Sunshine: no report 

Dispatch:  Due March 15, 2014 Jo will write the 
Memo from the Board. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

VP Programming & Community Outreach:  Re-
member, On the Move and in the Groove. 

International: Marian Simon and Marian Maki are 
working on the Finnish program. 

Cultural and Textile Arts:  Craft Day, April 5, 2014 

Wisconsin Bookworm ™: Craft Day silent auction 
proceeds will go to the Wisconsin Bookworms™. 

Scholarship: The application for the Melinda Bos-
well Scholarship has been sent. 

Membership and Marketing: No report 

Family Living Educator:   Sue DeNio informed the 
board about a program that she has developed on 
being a mandatory reporter when working with 
children.  Another program that she has developed 
is on Scarcity - Surviving versus Flourishing. This 
program is available for presentation to any group 
looking for a good program.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Quiltathon:  Sue mentioned that we are looking for 
more sewers.  Hilltoppers will be working on prep-
aration for working on quilts. 

Come and bring your hands with you for cutting, 
sewing, and tying.  Marge has donated another 
lovely quilt top for the raffle for 2015. 

We will start selling tickets at the Fair.  The cost of 
the raffle tickets was discussed. 

Craft Day:  Put the poster you received in the  
Dispatch up.  Lunch will be a salad bar and each 
club will be asked to supply a tray of bars.  The club 
Presidents will be called. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Douglas County members have been asked to be 
tour guides for the State Conference. There are 5 
tours scheduled. 

 

Meeting closed with the HCE prayer at 2:30 p.m.                                                         

Minutes submitted for approval by  
Jo Mersnick 
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New and Improved Superior Days 2014 

Shortly after Superior Days 2013 wrapped up, Bruce initiated and facilitated a series of meetings with the 

event co-chairs and other key stakeholders to discuss improvements to the entire process. On February  

18-19, 175 delegates participated in Superior Days 2014 coordinated by Bruce.  The well-received changes 

were put into place to focus on fewer issues for greater impact, encourage more business and individual 

participation, and reduce travel and time costs.   

This year the counties represented were those bordering Lake Superior: Douglas, Bayfield,  

Ashland, and Iron.  Each formed their own issues identification process.  Two representatives from each 

county steering committee participated in a larger issues committee where final decisions were made.  

Youth from any county in northern Wisconsin were still encouraged to participate, and for the first time, all 

youth were able to visit the Parade of Products area.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The four legislative issues identified and discussed with legislators this year were: 
1.  Expansion of Highway 2 to a Four-Lane 
2.  Local Option Sales Tax Dedicated for County Highway Projects 
3.  Increased Funding for 9-1-1 
4.  Job Creation and Retention Funding 
     Seven additional issues were brought  
     forward for discussion with state agency 
     representatives. 
 

Linda Bruce 

Family and Community Development Educator                                                                         

University of Wisconsin-Extension, Douglas County  



FROM THE DESK OF THE TREASURER—Sue Hendrickson 
Just a note to remind those who have not turned in their quilt raffle tickets, the end is 
near! Tickets will be offered for sale at Craft Day, April 5, so they can be put in the 
cute “bed box” that Marian Bradley, Hilltoppers, made. Marge Keho, Hilltoppers, has  

already completed a “Round the World” quilt 
top in earth tones for the next raffle (see 
Marge’s photo below). We will need to have 
the quilt backed and quilted so maybe we 
will need to sell $10 worth of tickets each to 
come out even. But even selling raffle tickets 
is good PR. Talk to your club members about 
it and let a board member know how you 
feel.  
Speaking of quilts, Quiltathon 2014 was a 
great success! We had 75 children’s quilts , 
20 preemie quilts that were donated and/or 
completed. A super day for the over 20  
volunteers that came and helped  
including our new Family Living Agent Sue DeNio! Thanks all, and to the many behind the 
scenes that donated finished quilts. Thanks to the Hilltoppers for their hard work setting up 
the Quiltathon.  
 
A special thanks to our generous sponsors: Celtic Moose, Country Schoolhouse, Fabric Works, 
Hanna Johnson Fabrics, Kelly J’s, Mariner Mall the Little Quilt shop, Food Service Marketplace, 
and Walmart. Please support them and thank them for their community spirit! 
Looking for a Spring Field Trip? “Blossoms and Blooms” will carry you to five quilt shops in 
Duluth, Grand Rapids, Deer River, Bemidji and Hackensack MN on Saturday May 3--$49. Prizes 
and fun! Contact Kelly J’s in Duluth (218-724-8781) for details . 
           
HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY 4-H!  

 
Did you know we have 241 students at 15 Head start sites with 16 readers in this 
year’s WI Bookworms™ program? What an amazing accomplishment! Thanks as 
always to Jo Nurminen of RSVP (Retired and Senior Volunteer Program) who 
handles all the paperwork, books and volunteers—we are blessed! 

 
 
GOT LEGOS? The Superior Public Library is looking for donations of LEGO kits and blocks. 
Call 715-394-8860 if you have blocks to donate! Thanks! 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE TREASURER—Sue Hendrickson (cont’d) 
The Nordic Center, 23 N Lake Avenue--Duluth, is busy with all kinds of events “To preserve 
and advance Nordic culture through social, educational, and cultural/arts programs that 
serve the greater community. “ Check out their website: nordiccenterduluth.org to join in the 
fun! Järvenpää Singers are coming to the Nordic Center! Mark your calendars. Sunday, April 
27, the Finnish Choir will give a short choir concert at 6:30 p.m. Sunday, April 27 and will then 
lead the audience in a Finnish sing along. Words for the songs will be provided. Enjoy coffee 
and dessert following the sing along. You are invited to come and sing along with the Finnish 
choir at 6:30 on April 27th.  
DECORATE THE DRAIN! 
The city of Superior has over 2000 storm drains 
and, in most cases, the drains bring storm water 
untreated directly to a nearby stream or Lake 
Superior. Storm drain openings receive runoff 
from streets, sidewalks and driveways. By keep-
ing land areas free of litter, pet waste, oil, and 
other pollutants we all can reduce what travels 
to our local streams and to Lake Superior. 
Planting trees, planting rain gardens with native 
plants, and using rain barrels can slow down 
runoff, help improve local water quality, and 
help prevent storm water pollution. To highlight 
this need, the City of Superior Environmental Services Division of Public Works announces a 
Superior Storm Drain Art project. The project includes having local artists paint artwork on 
the sidewalk directly above a storm drain in Superior. The project’s goal is that the art will 
draw attention to storm drains and awareness about storm water pollution. If you are an  
individual over age 18, living, working, or going to school in Superior and wish to submit a de-
sign, go to www.ci.superior.wi.us/stormdrainart<http://www.ci.superior.wi.us/
stormdrainart for an entry form or call (715) 394-0392. Draft designs may be submitted until 
noon on April 17, 2014 electronically to grethenw@ci.superior.wi.us, mail-
to:grethenw@ci.superior.wi.us or by mail to Superior Storm Drain Art, City of Superior ESD, 
51 E. 1st St., Superior, WI 54880. An entry form must be turned in as well. Outdoor art 
painting experience is preferred but not required. Six finalists will be selected within a week 
after the deadline and then will paint the design on the sidewalk above a designated drain. 
Upon completion of the storm drain art, the artist will receive $200. Photographs will be tak-
en of each painting, drain and the respective artist. The artwork will then be displayed at  
Superior Council for the Arts’ North End Arts Gallery in the Red Mug Building in June. A map 
of the locations of the painted drains will also be available in June. This project is funded 
through Community Opportunity Fund of the Duluth-Superior Area Community Foundation. 

http://www.ci.superior.wi.us/stormdrainart
http://www.ci.superior.wi.us/stormdrainart
http://www.ci.superior.wi.us/stormdrainart
mailto:grethenw@ci.superior.wi.us
mailto:grethenw@ci.superior.wi.us
mailto:grethenw@ci.superior.wi.us


Earth Day 
Ever wonder how Earth Day started? This observance arose from an interest in gathering na-
tional support for environmental issues. In 1970 San Francisco activist John McConnell and 
Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson separately asked Americans to join in a grassroots demon-
stration. McConnell chose the spring equinox, March 21, 1970, and Nelson chose April 22. 
Millions of people participated and today Earth day continues to be widely celebrated with 
events on both dates. The most common practice of celebration is to plant trees for Earth 
Day.  
                                                                                                                                                             Senior Connections newsletter, April 2014 

 

EASTER WORD SEARCH                                   Submitted by, Cheryl-Editor 
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http://0.tqn.com/d/puzzles/1/0/P/v/2/leaster.gif
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Thank you letter from WIC: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you note from Lake Superior Elementary to the Hilltoppers: 

 
Dear South Range Hilltoppers, 
  

On behalf of the family that received your gifts of care and support, I would like to express our gratitude. 
  

This family was overwhelmed with your support and we are sure that this made an 
impact on their lives.  Many packages of joy for the kids and great nutritional food 
as well. 
  

You have made a difference and we are grateful.   
 
Hope to talk with you again. 
 Mark Howard 
Lake Superior Elementary                                        Submitted by, Marion Bradley 

Thank you letter from NW Wisconsin Community Services Agency WIC Program 
Thank you! 

“Our thanks to all of you for your expertise and generosity with providing the Northwest Wisconsin  
Community Services Agency WIC Program in Douglas County with quilts for our families. During this harsh 
winter it has been wonderful to have these beautiful creations available. Again, thank you for your  
donation of warmth and beauty for Douglas County families.”  Mary Mahan, WIC Director and all of our 
WIC Staff. 

Submitted by Jo Mersnick 
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APRIL 

April 3   12:30pm  Program Planning: Ideas      Library 

     Vice-president  

  1:30pm  Board Meeting       Library  

    President  

April 5   9am-4pm  (10am-2pm)  

    Craft Day        Peace Lutheran

    Town and Country       Poplar, WI  

 

April 18    Courthouse Closed  

April 24  9am-2pm  NW District Spring Meeting      Cumberland  

April 
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Douglas County UWEX 

1313 Belknap Street 

Courthouse Room 107 

Superior, WI  54880 


